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Brookfields School Statement on Parent/Carer Partnership

The school considers that pupils’ interests and needs are best served through a close working partnership with staff, school governors and parents/carers. This policy outlines how the school continually develops its partnership with parents/carers to promote trust and confidence, to share information and to undertake cooperative activities that are viewed as of benefit to the pupils.

Aims of Partnership Working
By working closely with parents/carers, the school endeavours to:

· develop a partnership which involves the sharing of information and the building of trust

· promote effective two way communication

· follow the guidelines on partnership outlined in the Code of Practice to ensure appropriate provision for pupils with special educational needs

· promote school policies and practices, including those of equal opportunity and inclusion

· encourage an interest and an active participation in the child’s education by parents / carers
· empower parents / carers to carry out specialist practices to meet their child’s needs, including communication and social interactions

· promote a positive attitude to learning

· maintain a home school agreement throughout the child’s career at school

· promote regular attendance at school

· ensure that children meet the homework commitment and to provide facilities and support for home learning

· encourage attendance at meetings at school including the child’s annual reviews and parents evenings

· encourage attendance at parent/carers training sessions and workshops and social events

· encourage parents / carers to take a full part in school life and the future development of the school

School Practices

The school strives to continually develop its practices to enhance its partnership with parents/carers. It presently carries out the following practices:-

Open Door Policy

The school has an active open door policy whereby parents/carers are encouraged to come to school to discuss any aspects of their child’s education with the leadership team and/or with members of the teaching team. Queries and issues are promptly dealt with and any necessary action is taken as soon as is possible.

Home School Book

The home school book is an effective way of sharing information about the child’s well being at home and at school and also expressing views and proposals for promoting progress and achievement. The home school book falls under the school’s privacy and confidentiality policy. The home-school book should be completed daily and be returned each day to school.
Home—School Agreement

On admission parents are encouraged to sign the home-school agreement sheet.

Termly Newsletter
At the end of each term, each teaching team presents information on key teaching and learning activities that their class have undertaken. The leadership team compiles each class’ presentation into a whole school newsletter that contains other information e.g. from the PTFA and Governors. 
Statutory Information

The school provides to parents/carers all documentation about the child for the annual review of the Statement of Special Educational Needs or Education Health Care Plan. Existing provision and targets are examined and recommendations and future targets are formulated.
The school, at the end of the academic year, presents an annual school report that indicates pupils’ progress and achievements across the curriculum and also outlines extracurricular activities undertaken by pupils.
During open evenings (October and July), parents/carers meet the teaching team to discuss their children’s overall progress, including achievements in the home setting and to discuss aspects of their child’s education such as settling in to new classes, transition and IEP targets.
Parent Questionnaires

The school sends an annual questionnaire to parents/carers to gain feedback about different aspects of school and the service that it provides. The questionnaire results are fed back to parents and an action plan devised to meet the needs / issues that have been raised. These objectives are then fed into the School Improvement Plan.
Training Of Parents/Carers

The school strongly promotes parent-school joint training programmes to ensure that good practice is shared between home and school. The school currently runs the following programmes:-
National Autistic Society’s Early Bird Scheme

For a designated group of pupils, such as those on the autistic spectrum, specialist knowledge is required to implement appropriate provision, such as, an awareness of the triad of impairment. Through the training programme of the National Autistic Society, designated teaching staff work closely with a small group of parents for 10 weeks. The aim is to empower parents to employ known good practice in dealing with issues of communication, social interaction and flexibility of thought. The EarlyBird programme has proven to be highly successful in establishing common home school approaches in the area of early development and dealing with the specific needs of pupils on the autistic spectrum.
There are also 2 school staff trained to implement the NAS ‘Healthy Minds’ programme which is designed to support the emotional development of young people with ASD. This is a 6 week course.
The School’s In-house Parent/Carers Training Programme

The school runs a termly Triple P / Stepping Stones programme for parents and carers that is designed to support behaviour management. This is a 6 week programme.

Family Learning

The school runs work shops in conjunction with Halton's Family Learning Team. Some of these workshops are accredited. The subjects covered are areas such as Family Literacy, Family Numeracy, Happy and Healthy, Making Story Sacks etc. The sessions run for between 6 and 10 weeks.

School Learning Platform / Website
The school has its own learning platform and each teaching area has its own section. This enables class teachers to upload learning activities and share pupil work to be completed at home. The school also subscribes to Espresso and Education City for use by the pupils at home as well as in school. The website contains a wealth of information for parents and carers about both the school and information about services across Halton.
Monthly Coffee Mornings

Once a month the school holds a coffee morning for parents / carers and their families. Either there is a school based focus or there is a professional / group of professionals invited to each session to act as a Q and A and to provide advice, support and guidance about a wide range of topics e.g. health, education, social care, behaviour.

Out of Hours School Activities

The school consults closely with parents in establishing out of school hours activities. The staff exchange proposals and ideas with parents and agree on activities for school clubs, duration and times for their delivery. In addition, the School’s Council makes recommendation about extended school activities.

Current clubs running include; drama, football, cookery, rebound, I-Pad, 
These clubs run either at lunchtime or after school.

Partnership with Other Agencies
The school works jointly with a number of agencies that have particular interest in promoting parental participation in schools and in education in general. The school has good working relationships with the following agencies:
· Parents Partnership Service
· Portage

· Educational Welfare Service

· School Health and Healthy Schools Team

· Disabled Children’s Services 

· Speech and Language Therapy (SaLT), Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy

· Early Help Team and Disabled Children Social Care

· Local Groups such as Halton Speak Out, HAFS, Powerful Voices, CHAPS

To be read in conjunction with the Homework Policy and Home-School Agreement
Policy Reviewed in July 2015. To be reviewed in July 2017
